TALKING POINTS

|
Issue: Children Left Behind by the Bush
Administration

Dld you know that...

the 2001 1.3 trillion dollar tax cut will give the top 1% of taxpayers, with an average income of over 1
million dollars, $477 billion dollars?

=  Bush's FY 2004 budge cuts after school programs by 41.8%, from over $1 billion to $600 million?
This could result in over half a million disadvantaged children losing access to after-school programs.

»  Bush’s FY 2004 budget falls $9 billion short of fully funding his own “No Child Left Behind™ Act?

» over 9.2 million children in the United States lack health care coverage? 90 % of these children live
in working families.

* among industrialized nations, the United States ranks 1* in: military technology; military exports;
number of millionaires and billionaires defense expenditures?

» among industrialized nations, the United States ranks: 17" in the percent of children in poverty; 19"
in low birth weight babies; 23" in infant mortality?

What you can do ...

=  Support the Dodd-Miller Act to Leave No Child Behind (5.448/H.R.936). This Act, not to be
confused with the underfunded No Child Left Behind Act, gives the President, Congress and local
officials the opportunity to: fully fund quality child are and Head Start; lift every child from poverty
by 2010; end child hunger through expansion of food programs.

= Call your United States Senators and Representatives and voice support for the Dodd-Miller Act,
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy: 617-565-3170; 202-224-2742; Sen. John F. Kerry: 617-565-8519; 202-
224-2742; Rep. John F. Tieney: 978-531-166%9; Rep. Edward J. Markey: 781-396-2900; 202-225-
2836,

For more information...

= Visit the Children’s Defense Fund website at www.childrensdefense.org
=  Visit moveon.org to actively support issues that Democrats care about.
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Talking Points is presented by the Wakefield Democratic Town Committee to educate its members
and the local community on key issues of the day.
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