TALKING POINTS

Issue: Environment
Dld you know that...

George Bush says his "Clear Skies lcgls]atmn mandates a 70% cut in air pollution from power
plants over the next 15 years." The truth is that the Bush plan will allow more than 100,000
additional premature deaths by 2020 than alternative legislation developed by the EPA. The plan does
not regulate carbon emissions and allows far more sulfur and mercury emissions. misleader.org

= "The White House is a self-service station for EXXON/MOBIL." ... The Republican fillup includes
the premium fuel of $46 million from oil and gas companies in the 2000 and 2002 election cycles,
while Democrats got a low-octane 12 million, according to the Center for Responsive Politics,

Boston Globe, August 22, 2003

* Bush "promised $5 billion over five years to repair facilities in national parks. Bush has 'spent’ $2.9
billion so far, but $2.5 billion of it was not new money. It was merely siphoned off from other park
projects and services... Boston Globe, August 22, 2003

= "Three of the top five nations the United States currently imports its oil from are Mexico, Venezuela
and Nigeria. All have either major environmental problems from oil, political turmoil or both." Boston
Globe April 11, 2003

*  According to the Washington Post: An energy task force, led by Vice President Cheney, relied for
outside advice primarily on "petroleum, coal, nuclear, natural gas, electricity industry representative
and lobbyists," while seeking limited input from academic experts, environmentalists and policy
groups, the General Accounting Office said.

* This administration has tried to protect the oil and coal industries from any restrictions at all.
Ironically, the principal cause of global warming is our civilization's addiction to burning massive
quantities of carbon-based fuels, including principally oil--the most important source of which is the
Persian gulf, where our soldiers have been sent for the second war in a dozen years -- at least partly to
ensure our continued access to oil. Al Gore's presentation on August 7" at forum hosted by Moveon.org.

* The Bush administration removed scientific information about global warming from a major report
from the EPA, information that linked pollution from cars and industry to climate changes. EPA staff
objected to the changes. An internal EPA memo claimed that after White House Edits, the report "no
longer accurately represents scientific consensus on climate change." DNC. org

What you can do...

* Work as hard as you can to get a Democrat elected fo the Presidency.
* Sign up for misleader.org to get daily email contrasting Bush's rhetoric with actual facts.
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Additional Information on the environment:

WA EDA. B0V
www state ma us/envir

www . citnet.or
Citizens Network for Sustainable Development
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Talking Points is presented by the Wakefield Democratic Town Committee to educate its members
and the local community on key issues of the day.
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